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U.S. ENERGY USE DROP CO:'TINUES 

ANNCR: ENERGY CONSUMPTION IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1975 DROPPED 
FOR THE SECOND YEAR IT! A ROW’...AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT BY VOA'S VAI! SEROPIAN,. 

VOICE: CERTAINLY THE TRAHSFORIATION OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 
Ar! ENERGY PRODIGAL TO AN ACUTELY ENERGY=CONSCIOUS SOCIETY HAS NOT 
YET TAKEN PLACE. BUT IT'S GETTING THERE, EVE!' IF, IT MUST BE 
ACKNOWLEDGED, RISING COSTS AI!ID SCARCITY ARE FORCING THE NATION 
IN THAT DIRECTION, 

ACCORDING TO THE U.S. INTERIOR DEPARTHENT, TOTAL ENERGY USE 
IN THE NATIOi! DECLINED It! 1975 FOR THE SECOND YEAR II! A ROM!, THE 
DEMAND FOR HEAT, LIGHT AI!D POVER IN ALL FORMS DROPPED 2.5 PERCENT 
BELOW THE TOTAL OF 197%, ACTUALLY OVER THE PAST TIO YEARS TOTAL 
U.S. ENERGY CONSUMPTION HAS FALLEi! NEARLY FIVE PERCENT FROM ITS 
PEAK I}! 1973. THE ARAB OIL EMBARGO BEGAN LATE IN THAT YEAR AND 
AFFECTED FUEL COWSUMPTION FOR AUTOMOBILES AND HOMES LATER It! THE 
YEAR. 

WHAT CAUSED THE DECLINE IN ENERGY USE? AN OFFICIAL OF THE 
INTERIOR DEPARTHENT, ASSISTANT SECRETARY ‘JILLIAM FISHER, CITES 
A COMBINATION OF FACTORS: HIGHER FUEL PRICES, ENERGY COISEPVATION 
EFFORTS, REDUCED ECOMONIC ACTIVITY AND RELATIVELY HILO '!INTERS. 

OF THESE FACTORS, THE NATIO:!"S ECONOMIC SLUMP OF THE PAST TWO 
YEARS---THE NATION HAS SINCE ENTZRED A PERIOD OF SLO!! BUT STEADY 
RECOVERY=--APPARENTLY WAS THE STRONGEST FORCE IN RESTRAIMING ENERGY 
USE. INDUSTRY USED 6 PER CENT LESS ENERGY LAST YEAR, REFLECTING 
THE DECLINE IN THE GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT==--THE NATION'S TOTAL 


OUTPUT OF GOODS AND SERVICES, 
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BUT AN INCREASINGLY CONSERVATION-CONSCIOUS AMERICAN PUBLIC IS 
A FACTOR NOT TO BE DISCOUNTED. 

AMERICANS IN GENERAL, IN THEIR HOMES AND CARS, ARE CUTTING DOWN 
IN ENERGY USE---THE CONSUMPTION FIGURE IS DOWN TWO PER CENT---NOT 
A BIG DROP, BUT A DECREASE NEVERTHELESS. 

BUT ACTUALLY THE 2,5 PER CENT DROP LAST YEAR IN TOTAL ENERGY 
USE REPRESENTS SIGNIFICANT SAVINGS: 155 MILLION BARRELS OF OIL IN 
1975 AND 1,5 TRILLION CUBIC FEET OF NATURAL GAS, THOSE ARE BIG 
FIGURES, 

THERE SEEMS TO BE NO DOUBT THAT THE TREND IN ENERGY USE IN 
AMERICA IS DOWN, IT'S WORTHWHILE TO NOTE THAT ALL DURING THE 60'S 
AND EARLY 70°S THE AVERAGE ANNUAL ENERGY USE IN THE UNITED STATES 
WAS EXCEEDING 5 PER CENT A YEAR. IN THE 1974-75 PERIOD, ENERGY 
USE, FOLLOWING THE PATTERN, WOULD HAVE INCREASED BY AT LEAST TEN 
PER CENT. THAT DIDN'T HAPPEN, CONSUMPTION ACTUALLY FELL IN THAT 
PERIOD BY NEARLY FIVE PER CENT FROM ITS PEAK IN 1973, 

CONSERVATION WAS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THIS. AS MOST ENERGY 
EXPERTS WOULD AGREE, ANY LONG-RANGE U.S. ENERGY POLICY MUST BE 
BASED ON CONSERVATION=---REDUCING THE DEMAND SIDE OF THE ENERGY 
EQUATION, BY ELIMINATING WASTEFUL PRACTICES AND IMPROVING THE 
EFFICIENCY WITH WHICH ENERGY IS PRODUCED AND USED, IN EFFECT, 
CONSERVATION OF ENERGY IS LIKE FIi!DING A "NEV! SOURCE™ OF SUPPLY. 
IT IS NO LESS IMPORTANT, SAY MOST OBSERVERS, THAN THE 
PARALLEL MEANS OF EXPANDING SUPPLY BY INCREASING PRODUCTION. 


END. 


